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Mission: Gift of Adoption’s (http://giftofadoption.org/) mission is to fill the void that separates child from family by providing the final funds needed to complete the adoptions of vulnerable children. 

Services/Programs: Research shows that 40% of Americans have seriously considered adoption, yet only 1% complete the process, citing the significant upfront cost of adoption (avg. $25,000) as a primary barrier. 

Gift of Adoption (GOA) addresses this issue by providing the final funds needed to complete the adoptions of vulnerable children. GOA is one of few organizations to provide adoption funding without regard to age, race, ethnicity, religion, marital status or sexual orientation. As the largest provider of adoption assistance funding on a non-discriminatory basis, GOA places priority on helping children facing what is possibly their last or only chance at adoption. This includes children who are at-risk of being separated from siblings, entering foster care, aging out of an orphanage and children who have serious medical conditions or special needs.
Need for the program or service: Currently, nearly 400,000 children are in foster care in the U.S., with nearly 250,000 more entering the system each year due to abandonment, extreme neglect or abuse. With about 250,000 adoptions worldwide annually, the probability of an orphaned child or a child in foster care being adopted is less than 1½%.

According to The Annie E. Casey Foundation, children who grow up without a family suffer poor life outcomes at alarming levels. They are significantly more likely to drop out of school, suffer from mental illness, commit crimes, experience homelessness and commit suicide. Nearly 80% of the U.S. prison population is made up of individuals who were formerly in foster care. 
Organizational Structure: GOA was founded in 1996 and has a small, centralized staff of 5 employees. The organization is governed by a 12-member national board who brings significant experience from world-class corporations and nonprofits. Since GOA’s inception, it has grown to a national charity, with ten volunteer-led chapters across the U.S. Each chapter also has its own separate board of directors. The organization currently has 350 active volunteers and 1,400 active donors. 

Key Achievements: Since 1996, we have awarded $4.6 million in funding to complete the adoptions of 1,575 children. Last year alone, GOA’s adoption funding resulted in the placement of 215 children into their permanent homes.

Contact Information: 

Pam Devereux, Chief Executive Officer
P.O. Box 567
2001 Waukegan Road, 5th Floor
Techny, IL 60082
(877) 905-2367 | pdevereux@giftofadoption.org
�This information can be replaced with the chapter board chair contact info. 





