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January 17, 2016







Foundation Name

Street Address

City, State Zip

Dear Program Officer/Board Member, etc., 
I am submitting this letter of inquiry on behalf of the Gift of Adoption (GOA). Founded in 1996, Gift of Adoption’s mission is to provide the final funds needed to complete the adoption of vulnerable children – giving them permanent families and the chance to thrive. 

Research shows that 40% of Americans have seriously considered adoption, yet only 1% complete the process, citing the significant upfront cost of adoption (avg. $25,000) as a primary barrier. This leaves vulnerable, parentless children to grow up in foster homes, orphanages or on the streets - resulting in a direct and undeniable correlation to homelessness, teen pregnancy, unemployment, mental illness, poverty and crime in our country and around the world. 

GOA is one of few organizations to provide adoption funding without regard to age, race, ethnicity, religion, marital status or sexual orientation. As the largest provider of adoption assistance funding on a non-discriminatory basis, GOA places priority on helping children facing what is possibly their last or only chance at adoption. This includes children who are at-risk of being separated from siblings, entering foster care, aging-out of an orphanage and children who have serious medical conditions and/or special needs. GOA funding is distributed directly to the agencies and attorneys working on behalf of at-risk children to assist them with being adopted into good families. 

From an operational standpoint, GOA is a financially stable, Better Business Bureau (BBB)-accredited charity with over 19 years of service. We are a trusted partner of adoption professionals because our funding is a tool for achieving a shared goal of permanency for children. Since GOA’s inception, it has grown to a national charity, with ten volunteer-led chapters across the U.S. The organization currently has 5 full-time employees, 350 active volunteers and 1,400 active donors. Since 1996, we have awarded $4.5 million in funding to complete the adoptions of 1,525 children. Last year alone, GOA’s adoption funding resulted in the placement of 215 children into their permanent homes.
For the purposes of this LOI, we are requesting $7,400 to support the adoptions of two vulnerable children in Dallas, TX. 
Our Texas chapter, located in Dallas, supports families and children by providing adoption assistance funding which strengthens families and develops children as they work to build meaningful and productive lives.  Our Texas chapter is governed by all-volunteer, local Boards of Directors who work diligently to raise funds to support to families and children in their respective states.

The need for our work is evident. There are more than 143 million orphans in the world (UNICEF) and nearly 400,000 children in the U.S. foster care system who are in need of a permanent family, with nearly 250,000 more entering the system each year due to abandonment, extreme neglect or abuse. With about 250,000 adoptions worldwide annually, the probability of an orphaned child or a child in foster care being adopted is less than 1½%.

According to The Annie E. Casey Foundation, children who grow up without a family suffer poor life outcomes at alarming levels. Studies show that 90% of un-adopted children will experience mental illness, about 40% will be involved in criminal activity and, ultimately, 30% of these children will become homeless. Additionally, nearly 80% of the U.S. prison population is made up of individuals who were in formerly in foster care. For children overseas the outcomes can be even worse. Many children experience significant developmental delays due to serious lack of stimulation and adequate nutrition. As these children age, they often fall victim to human trafficking, sex trade and guerilla militia activities. 
Adoption immediately and permanently changes the trajectory of a child’s life for the better and for generations to come. Putting at-risk children into permanent, loving families not only gives them love, nurturing and care today, but it significantly reduces tomorrow’s need for a wide spectrum of social services and assistance. While our mission focuses immediately on adoption, our impact reaches far beyond that.

We believe adoption is an essential philanthropic cause for children, on par with issues such as hunger, homelessness, poverty and education. We respectfully submit this LOI to further our efforts on behalf of children who are desperate for and deserving of the love, safety and dignity that comes only by being a regular part of a good family. Thank you for your consideration. Please feel free to contact me with any questions.
Respectfully, 
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Pam Devereux

Chief Executive Officer, Gift of Adoption Fund
P.O. Box 567
2001 Waukegan Rd., 5th Floor 
Techny, IL 60082

877-905-2367 | pdevereux@giftofadoption.org 
�Will need to be adjusted based on the average grant amounts of the Foundation as well as the geographic location. 


�May need to be adjusted to reflect the local chapter contact. 





