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A publication for Gift of Adoption Investor Board
members. Pleae P dbng © otters who may
be inferested in this case. Send commens and

feedback o pdeverun@giftofaioption.org
Dear Investor Board Members,
This quarter’s perspective is authored
by Investor Board members Allyson
and Rick Zak and their family - while
on boliday vacation in rural Vinginia
visiting Allyson’s parents.

It’s All in the Family

This summer, we maveled to
China—a heritage tip for owr
danghter, Sarah, who we adopted 12
years ago and a graduation present
for her older brother, Brian. It was

a wonderful advennwe that inchaded
her wish for an ovemnight at The

White Swan Hotel in Guangzhou, the

place where our joruney as her family
began. In 2005, we biought our son,
then 6 years-old with us to China

© meet his new sister. He patiently
waited during the whole process,
even while the girls got their photos

taken on the famed “1ed conch” in the

lobby of the White Swan.

Since then, the hotel has had a
make-over and upon our arrival
this summer, we eagerly asked
the front desk about the red
couch. We were wld that it
is now a museum piece with
a rope around it and a sign
explaining its significance
Western families who adopted
Chinese children. Undeterved,
we quickly found it, moved
the ropes, got a litide teary and
ok some photos. While the
hotel is no longer at the center
of Chinese adoption stories, the
red sofa lives on in our family as
the symbol of where our family’s
adoption story began.

Enter Gift of Adoption.
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With our adoption agency now
closed, we were looking for an
adoption cause to support. Our
neighbor introduced us o GOA
and we immediately loved the way
it makes a clear impact on both kids
and parents in finding their forever
families. The mission is simple:
finish the adoption so familics can
start living and loving together
ASAR

We quickly chose GOA as owr
family’s charity where we serve on
the Investor Board, but also try and
give as nmich time o fundraising
as we can. As part of the West
Subwrban Chicago committee of
the IL Chapter, we have enjoyed
mecting the many wonderful
pcopl: who gravitate mward this
mission. We challenge owrselves ©
talk to as many people as we can
abour GOA. In spite of our kids
rolling their eyes, I even stike up

Gift of Adopion is a mational charicalie
oimisation that fills the void fisar
separates child from by by

tie final fumds meeded to complete the
wdaptions of velnerable children.

conversations with strangers to ask
about their adoption stories and

to share ours — and often, Gift of
Adoption comes up too.

Our whole family is invelved
with GOA in different ways. My
dad wears his GOA baseball hat
around his rerirement commumnity,
and owr son posted on Facebook
a picture of his sister as a baby on
the 1ed couch along with a ph:xo
of them when we were in China
this summer which led to many
donations to GOA. He saw the
impact of sharing owr story and will
now have the chance to support
GOA as a junior board member for
the emerging Mid-South Chapter:

We are delighted to see him
embracing GOA and charitable
giving because as we all know;
when it comes to the valve of
supporting Gift of Adoption, it's all
in the family.

1 Meet Chloe

Chloe was born a
healthy baby with
Down syndrome. Her
birth parents live in a
culiiwe which would
severcly limit Chloc’s
opportunity for a full,
happy life, so they
made the decision to
place her for adoption.
Bryan and
Kendahl of Springficld,
IL had always wanted
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