INTRODUCTION

In FY 2021, there were 391,098 children in the U.S. foster care system, many of whom are
available and waiting for adoption. While many children in foster care will likely be reunified
with their families, there are thousands that are waiting for adoption, meaning they have had
their parental rights terminated and/or have a case plan goal of adoption. In FY 2021, over
54,000 children were adopted into a family, leaving 113,589 children waiting for adoption.
Additionally, approximately 20,000 youth "age out" of foster care each year without a stable
connection to a permanent family.!!

Social science research has consistently shown adoption to be a positive intervention for
foster youth that are not reunified with their families, allowing these youth to achieve better
outcomes compared to those who stay in long-term foster care and those who age out of the
child welfare system without a permanent family.! @ 4.5
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